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STRATFORD FARMS
Goshen, Elkhart County, IN

Revised January 31, 2000

Site Location and Description
The property is located at 60376 County Road 13.  The property is adjoined on all sides by
agricultural properties.  The site contains two buildings.

Zip Code: 46526

Site Uses and Past Activities
The facility had been used as a slaughter house and meat packing plant until operations
ceased in 1991.  This tax delinquent property has been abandoned since then.

Contaminants and Impacts
The levels of contaminants detected on-site were below Voluntary Remediation Program
cleanup standards, Leaking Underground Storage Tank cleanup standards, and any health-
based criteria for cleanup.  No exterior evidence was found suggesting the need for remediation
at the site.  However, the interior of the building does contain lead-based paint and asbestos.

Lead Agency
IDEM and the Indiana Development Finance Authority.

Community Concerns 
The on-site buildings are in poor condition.  The buildings are a hangout for teens and gangs. 
Because attempts at securing the buildings have been unsuccessful, there are physical safety
issues related to this site.  Trespassing poses a liability risk to the county.

Actions Taken
A Brownfields Environmental Assessment was completed by IDEM in August 1997.  Elkhart
County was awarded an Indiana Brownfields Site Assessment Grant by the Indiana
Development Finance Authority in June 1998. The awarded funding helped identify
environmental conditions at the property and potential liabilities.  IDEM issued a Comfort Letter
in October 1999 for this site.  The letter addressed liability issues and should assist the Elkhart
County with responsible brownfields redevelopment.  
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Current Status
IDEM staff reviewed the subsequent grant funded Phase II investigation report conducted for
the County to determine whether environmental objectives had been met.  Both this report and
IDEM’s report indicate that the Stratford Farms property appears to be free from any significant
soil or groundwater contamination. 

Future Actions
The Comfort Letter issued to the County for the property does set forth certain conditions to be
satisfied by the County prior to redevelopment, including.....  restricting the use of the Stratford
Farms property such that any exposure to the asbestos containing materials be prevented. 
Also,  if the unregulated on-site underground storage tank is removed, the local fire department
should be notified, and a minimal amount a soils may need to be disposed of at a licensed
landfill.  In addition, flood plain and wetland issues may need to be addressed.  Any structural
improvements to the property should be preceded by consultation with appropriate state flood
plain management officials.  Federal law regulates the use and alteration of federally
designated wetlands, which are present on-site.  Any physical alteration of these areas should
be preceded by consultation with the appropriate state wetland officials.
  
IDEM does not plan to take any further action at the property unless and until the conditions at
the property should change or IDEM later discovers the reports were inaccurate concerning the
potential contamination at the property.  Elkhart County and other stakeholders should proceed
with redevelopment.  IDEM staff will continue to work with the County as necessary to facilitate
the County’s redevelopment efforts.

Reuse and Redevelopment
Once the environmental issues are resolved, reuse of these sites should contribute to the
overall well being of the Goshen. Possible future uses of this property include a dog park,
nature preserve, affordable housing or light industry.

Cost Estimates
IDEM Brownfields Environmental Assessments are paid for out of a grant from the US EPA at
no cost to the recipient.  

Amount of grant awarded: $ 21,500.

Comfort Letters are provided at no cost to the recipient.



Brownfields Program Sites   S t r a t f o r d  F a r m s
Site #: BFD 4960008

Indiana Department of Environmental Management
Office of Land Quality

3 of 3

For More Information
Michele Oertel
Brownfields Program
Office of Land Quality
IDEM 
P.O. Box 6015
Indianapolis, Indiana 46206-6015
Toll Free (800) 451-6027, ask for extension 4-0235
Local (317) 234-0235


